CIRCLING APPROACH

· VISUAL FLIGHT MANEUVER

· USED TO ALIGN THE AIRCRAFT WITH THE LANDING RUNWAY

· 40% FLAPS WITH GEAR AT 100% APP + 20, UNTIL THE FINAL TURN

· CIRCLING MDA AND WX MINIMUMS USED ARE FOR THE RUNWAY TO WHICH THE APPROACH IS BEING FLOWN, NOT NECESSARILY THE RUNWAY OF INTENDED LANDING

· APPLIES ONLY TO NON-PRECISION APPROACHES

· CIRCLING IS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH PRECISION APPROACH PROCEDURES

· DO NOT PLAN TO CIRCLE FROM A PRECISION APPROACH

· CONTROLLER WILL SPECIFY THE DIRECTION OF THE CIRCLE WITH RESPECT TO THE RUNWAY OR THE AIRFIELD

· OBSTRUCTION CLEARANCE AREAS ARE DETERMINED BY AIRCRAFT CATEGORY

· AT MDA DETERMINE IF THE CEILING AND VISIBILITY ARE SUFFICIENT FOR THE CIRCLING APPROACH

· MDA IS THE MINIMUM ALTITUDE, A HIGHER ALTITUDE MAY BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE MANEUVER

· IF WX PERMITS, YOU MAY FLY THE CIRCLING APPROACH AT A HIGHER ALTITUDE THAN THE MDA UP TO VFR TRAFFIC PATTERN ALTITUDE

· MANEUVER TO KEEP AS MUCH OF THE AIRPORT ENVIRONMENT IN SIGHT AS POSSIBLE

· DESCEND BELOW CIRCLING MDA ONLY WHEN THE AIRCRAFT IS IN A POSITION TO INTERCEPT A NORMAL GLIDE PATH AND EXECUTE A NORMAL LANDING

· IF ANY DOUBT THAT THE AIRCRAFT CAN BE MANEUVERED TO THE LANDING RUNWAY EXECUTE A MISSED APPROACH

· MISSED APPROACH(TURN TOWARDS THE RUNWAY AND EXECUTE THE MISSED APPROACH PROCEDURE FOR THE RUNWAY TO WHICH THE APPROACH WAS FLOWN 

